Chapter 10
The Story Ends

Again and again in my mind I have
reviewed the events that preceded the
Japanese attack, seeking to determine if I
was unjustified in drawing from the
orders, directives and information that
were forwarded to me the conclusions that
I did. The fact that I then thought and
now think my conclusions were sound
when based upon the information I
received, has sustained me during the
years that have passed since the first
Japanese bomb fell on Pearl Harbor.

When the information available in
Washington prior to the attack was dis-
closed to me I was appalled. Nothing in
my experience of nearly forty-two years
service in the Navy had prepared me for
the actions of the highest officials in our
government which denied this vital infor-
mation to the Pearl Harbor commanders.

If those in authority wished to engage
in power politics, the least that they
should have done was to advise their
naval and military commanders what
they were endeavoring to accomplish. To
utilize the Pacific Fleet and the Army
forces at Pearl Harbor as a lure for a
Japanese attack without advising the
commander-in-chief of the fleet and the
commander of the Army base at Hawaii is

something I am wholly unable to compre-
hend.

While I am still able to do so, I feel that
I must tell the story so that those who fol-
low may fully realize the imperative
necessity of furnishing the naval and mil-
itary commanders at the front with full
and clear information. Only in this way
can the future security of our country be
preserved.



