MINUTE MEN
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in the d branch
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of a tree, with a few twigs pulled aside to give him a field of fire,

a western “Minuteman’ sights his rifle on a highway to help stop an approaching force of invaders

IF THE Japs should ever try to raid our
Pacific coast they would find the west
just as wild as it used to be.

Cow punchers, hard rock miners, farm-
ers, even business men and factory work-
ers have oiled their rifles and are keeping
them handy. Good hunters make good
snipers and crack shooting is a tradition in
the west. Right after America entered the

war a spontaneous movement to put their
rifles in good shape swept the western pop-
ulation. Armed men began to band to-
gether in many communities. Now efforts
are being made to organize the groups into
official home guard units.

Occasionally one of these guerrilla out-
fits holds a practice maneuver on a week
end. Possibly they will infiltrate the hills
that command a stretch of major
highway. But the chances are you
won't see a man unless you are a
member of the group. Dressed in
old clothes and armed with a va-
riety of old and new guns of as-
sorted calibers, they will be taking
advantage of every bush and con-
tour to get to their positions. Each
has killed his share of big game
and knows how to remain hidden.
Each knows his gun and just
where to place his shots.

He knows, too, that modern
smokeless powder won’t give his
position away. Even after dark his

A deputy sheriff brings @ new target to
the practice range; back of old target is
well chewed by bullets of practice rounds
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